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II. Industrial Products
A law of September 10, 1940, modified by a law of March 9,
1941, created a Central Allocation Office for Industrial Products. '
This Office is divided into sections, the number and com-
position of which are fixed by the Secretary of State for Industrial
Production. Each section is under an "Allocator assisted by a
Consultative Committee." A Government Commissary represents
the Minister.
The Allocator, usually known as "Chief Allocator," whose
decisions are to be put into execution within forty-eight hours
unless vetoed by the Government, is empowered:
(a)  To oblige producers to sell to specified purchasers and, Dice
versa, consumers to buy from specified producers.
(b)  To prohibit or to prescribe the employment of certain manu-
factures for certain uses.
(f) To order the sale, under his supervision, of stocks formed by
persons or groups.
(d)  To enforce all requisite regulations for supervision and registra-
tion, and to levy taxes in order to ensure the equalisation
of prices.
(e)  Generally to determine all regulations concerning acquisition,
allocation, stocking, sale, and consumption.
The allocators and their agents are subject to official secrecy,
and take an oath before the Civil Court not to disclose or, outside
the exercise of their duties, to make use of any of the commercial,
financial, or technical information they may acquire in the course
of their investigations. They have the widest powers of control
and checking, on the spot or from documents (Executive Order
published May 15, 1941). They can of themselves inflict fines,
failing an appeal to the Secretary of State, that may amount to as
much as 20,000 francs. Infringements of decisions made by the
allocators are furthermore subject to penalties imposed by the
Secretary of State, who can issue warnings, debar an individual
from exercising his profession, order the temporary closing of a
business.
The allocators may be present at the meetings of the Organizing
Committees of the industries using the products for whose dis-
tribution they are responsible (Order of January 19, 1941).
The Allocation Office now includes a central section whose task
is the centralization of documents (Order of March 25, 1941).
The metropolitan area subject to the activities of the Office has
been divided into regions, the chief towns of which are Mont-
pellier, Nancy, Nantes, Orleans, Paris, Rouen, Reims, and
Toulouse. In each area an Inspector-General represents the
Minister (La France de Bordeaux ttdu Sud-Qwst, January 22, 1941).